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and natural gas (hereafter simpry "oil"). I do so
because oir is the mosr imp.:.
nonrenewable commodiry resource in the worrd,
accounting r., ,rr.
majoi.
commodig, trade globally.2
""r,
chapter proceeds as foilows. First, I outrine the
origins of the hypothe,.r.
.The
oil would increase the rikerihood of violent intrastate.orrii.,.
second, i.rpru..
various linking mechanisms that have been
theorized to tie oil wealth ro co:,
discuss briefly how schorars q.picary m€dsur€oil
wearth and confricr- Tltrq, '
all, a hypothesis cannot be tested ,r.rtii.*.
find a way ro measure rhe conceot. .
Fourth, I summarize the currenr debate over
*.hethei nationar- o, ,ub_rr"'r'r'o'Ir] .
research is the more appropriate revel
of focus, highrighting *t .r. ,.rJ,, diite
function of this decision' Finary, I suggest.on-'"
Jf ,ri.
.

p.";;;;

-;.
future research, notinq in particular ti'J,raru"bl.
new contriburions stemminE

avenu-l

iocationai data on oit I.tar.,fo ,";;"r,r;-.ord,rrio*
briefly, the,rr;;';;'
on whether resources are a direct determinant
of viorent .i"ir ..rriir., .11"n.,n.,
are a result of weak state institutions
arong with suchconflict. As a resurt, the ,,.. ,
stares varianr of the resources and conflict
thesis is ress compertrrrg,hrr,;h. po,,
ity that aspecrs of resource wealrh_in particular its locati,on
in"regioru pop.by excluded or dominated minorities-might
conditionarly shape ,ir. lrt.r,t . . _
vioient conflicts erupting.

ORIGINS OF THE THESIS THAT OIL BREEDS
CONFLICT

,i.r,.

whose ideological meta-narratives (Kaiywas
2001) had been"rr*ffi*J,
_:
f,gfrrf,
lost that cover with the coilapse of the Soviet
""f, time, ques.:
union. At the same
a num::new conf-licts within the former soviet Union
and outside of it brok. or, in rh_
half of the last decade of the rwentieth century.
These conflicr, ,""t pr"* rr,r,".
outside the Cold war, purling back a convention
to a.crib. toor. t.ni.rgt , divis, .
violent internal conflicts anJdemanding a new
set of explanations. A iu-b.,

are a sense that resource-rich
might be more prone to civir
_countries
than others. This was particurarly
true in ."ub-s"hr.".,

.

Africa, where a fuil th _
the civil wars of the 1990s rook place (Ross
2004: 47).
At the same time, countri., ih", were both resource
rich and either poli: unstable, autocraric, or economicarly stagnant
continued to proliferate. Cir.iin Algeria' Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Aigora,
to take just aiandful, *.r. ,,.those. countries' ample diamond and
oir #earth. Authoritarianism and oil ,,.e:.
together, too, in an important articre by
Ross (2001). Economic varianrs r.
resource clrrse accompanied these politicar
ones. The economic
resource curs:
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Col]ier and Hoeffler found a non-linear (inverse U-curved) relationship ben..
with the effect initially increasing to a threshold ..:
then providing a stabilizing effect. This nonlinear relationship harbored implicar,
fol future conditional analyses. Finally, the actual exploration ofpossible causal li:between resources ancl conflict is thin, and the theoretical Framework for the orie.
paper is entirely formal with no direct empilical inquiry as to causarion. As a res-.
resource wealth and conflict,

:

-ord concePr ,'P-'

., (2012) find, res':.-.
. . j:ldence is endogc:-, . ::tdent role of s[r'. -rces influencirtq. '
.. .arianrofrhes.r:. .

it left open questions of the causal

chains that might be shown to rie Lesource *.eto the onset and duration of civil wars. The nexr secrion rurns ro this last issuc: :

' breaking out, bor:.

exploration in subsequer-rt research ofcausal links.

re second bro.ri ' '.
-oods that re5uL:. -

Jucing

.

-

ir' abilir.

:ed along ethnic : ,

THEORIZING THE MECHANISMS AND MOTI\GS
Despite the somewhat coarse narure r,.ith which the greed-grievance dichotomroriginally spelled out (see chapter 2, this voLrme), the theorized mechanisms lin.resource wealth to civil conflict track fairiy weli along a grievance-greed continuiIt is important to keep in mind that the "greed" end of it has come ro sugs.:
broader set of economic reasons than simply economic gain-ranging fi-om gree.basic needs provision or subsistence-[u1 25 outlined below, this ,".g. ."p.rr..
set of mechanisms adequately. on the grievance end, we see rwo main lines of ar:
ment. The first is one related to the initial development of the rentier .trt. th.
(Mahdary 1970; Beblawi and Luciani 1987; l)elacroix 1980). This theorr- - that oil contributed directly ro weak-state capacity by obviating the need to b -.
an ef}-ective exrractive appararus for collecting revenue. It was deeply influer:by European-derived theories of state formation that centered on the need to :.
revenues to supporr standing professional armies during the formative centurir,
nation-stare building in \Testern Europe. The rentier state thesis of conflict is'r..
ca1ly this: oil leads to weak state formation or to state decay. The concomitant _.,

.1. over othert \. . :ood of rhe .n'. -.

. rt research at rr -

..

ofability to collect revenues effectiveiy leads to broader state deca1,, erocling pL..
goods provision capaLrilities.'fhis in rurn generares the kinds of grievances tl.rar :
lower the cost-to-benefit ratio of rebelling.
The weak-state argumenr has been used in numerous wa1,s, both to link resoLr_-.
and conflict and as a stand-alone hypothesis. Fearon and Laitin (2003) use inc. per capita as a proxy for state strength and find, unsurprisingll., that it reduces
risk of civil war. They do not explore whether resource wealth has an indepenr.
effect on state strength as an intervening variable. vhat they do instead is to thec
that weak srares are incapable of policing their territory-the classic weberian ..
imperative-and thr-rs are likely to fail at suppressing insurgents. Macartan H--phre,vs (2005) also theorizes this way, and finds that although oil appears ro \\.e:: :
state capacity, its rnain conflict-inducing effect is not through that mechanisnr.
important to nore that Humphrevs does not model civil war onset with a stare ca:
iry indicator; I discuss this more below. cullen Hendrix directly explores rh. ,.
capacitv thesis, empioying factor analvsis to explore fruitful strategies for n.ra_-.
.
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a useful way to think abour resource dependence, they are less
useful for measuabundance.

A bery of studies not specilically focused on resource wealth as the exprana:
variable of choice have employed different dummy variables
ro caprure one
aspe.

another of the concepr-among them opEC membership, oir
exiorts of more :,50 percent of total exporrs, oil exports of more than 25 p.r..r, of GDB
and :r :
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as we would wanr to know to think about the .mpiri.Jimporrance
of oil wealth
Subsequently, scholars (Humphreys 2005; Ross 2012) constructed
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based on fuel income per capita. This indicator, not
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ro a counrrvs .:
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\lexican cartel looting of oil in the northern parrs of the country, suggest that we
,hould devote further inquiry to the issue. This prospect could, like the primary ver.us secondary diamond bifurcation, cfeate t\\'o tracks of argument about oil reserves
micro-ievel conflict dynamics.
At the level ofrebel organizations, scholars have theorized that resource allocations
,hape both rebel groups themselves and the kinds of recruits who are attracted to the
rovement. \fleinstein (2007) illustrates how groups with greater resoulce endowrtents tend to more effectively attlact oppol'tunistic recruits and to become more
oot-driven themselves. Buhaug et al. (2009) find that rebel movements originating
r mineral-rich regions can sustain much more durable violent conflicts with the
iovernments they challenge. Gates (2002: 115) models a dynamic in which "loot-

.lr.rd

,reking groups generally possess more resources than other rypes of rebel groups'"
li hile this latter iogic leans toward the circular, it fits into a broader line of inquiry
,:eking to uncover the extent to which rebel leaders benefit from having access to
:iources they can offer to potential recruits'

REGIONAL INEQUITIES IN RESOURCES
many countries at risk for civil war are also deeplv divided along regional,
.,hnic, or religious lines, the prospect for resources affecting those cleavages has
.o produced a growing research program. One line of argument suggests simply
-.ar rebels-ethnic or otherwise-located in resource-rich regions are more likely
rebel, and more likely to succeed when they do. Related to this, the develop::nt of the Minorities at Risk; and then the Ethnic Power Relations projects
:-r.rce

,::abled the analysis of ethnically charged conflicts at the group level. This made it
,ssible to analyze center-seeking civil wars distinct from separatist ones, and also
explore the role that political exclusion plays in group mobilization against the
.-re. These trends helped to push research forward by encouraging scholars to ask
:lether resource location, too, might be a promising direction, in essence allow-: us to explore not whether a country was resource-rich, but where resources are
.-rduced across its territory. Hunziker and Cederman (2012) for example, find

,rrong difference in the conflict proclivities of ethnic minority regions based
ia) whether or not they enjoy meaningful access to politicai authority and (b)
-:rher or not their regions are home to resource reserves. Sorens (2011) finds
' .r r.vhile the presence of mineral riches in an ethnic minority region discourages
.:rer-seeking conflicts, it enhances the risk ofseparatist ones by providing a base
il.rinking about post-independence economic sustainability. This is in line with
,s s (2003) analysis of the independence narrative of the Free Aceh Movement
-ndonesia, whose leaders looked to nearby Brunei as a model of oil-funded
- .11-country success. Oyefusi (2008) similarly finds a strong positive relationship
:.,'.'een the size of the oii sector in Nigerian communities and the willingness of
-...'iduals to participate in rebellions.

'-

226

Benjamin Smlth

It is reasonable to ask simply whether rhe large number of different measur- l
to capture the concept of "resource wealth" might be driving increasinglv di..:,
results. The answer to that question is of course impossible ro know unless...
convince all of these scholars to use rhe same indicators. But there are somc -.
tant implications of the measure debate for furure research. The first is thar.
more challenging, national-level analysis based on cross-country data is not means a dead end. Instead, we find scholars working diligently to craft rreisur;
deal

with endogeneiry problems, consrrucring

resealch designs thar accounr

.

uncertain but inevitably missing variables in explaining the onset of civii c, :
and in general taking careful steps to improve the quality of data and the relial,l
resulrs. It is worth noring rhar rhe currenr uncerrainry in cross-countrv re\eaT\
no means unique in political science and political economy research. One co,the same abor-rt the development-democracl, nexus, and as a result, I would c...
against arguing for a shift away from national-level research simply bec:ruse ,
identification is challenging. Rather, as those who argue for a resource cur..
those who argue against it continue to accumulate findings, it would be u.ell .
trying to bridge the dispariry of conclusions with explicit efforts to isolate a,::'
number of measures of resource wealth. This if norhing else would aliolv for .,
ine knowledge accumulation around a consisrent set of indicators and woulc l
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Another strategy, one I detail more in the conclusion, is to pair cross-counrr\ -.._
gate data analysis with structured qualitative comparisons arguably berrer su ..
teasing not just causality but the mechanisms underpinning them. Despite rh.
accomplishments of the World Bank case study war project (Collier. and Sar:
2005), we have seen too little of this multi-merhod research.
None of this is to say that cross-country research, either econometric or sr::
comparative historical, is dead or on rhe way our. Because resource re\ren,-..
overwhelmingly owned by national states,s and because stares are the most tr-.
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